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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Sample Assessment Paper for Admission to Grade VIII

Part A: Reading

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

At a time when human and animal sacrifices to the ancient gods were common, some creative person probably
suggested that scented wood or leaves be burnt to mask the sickly smell of burning flesh. The word perfume
has a Latin origin meaning “from smoke”. It must have been a welcome relief for the audience at such events
not to have to put up with dreadful odours. And so it was, in those ancient times, that perfume became part of
the culture, and the beginnings of a new industry sprang to life.

In ancient Egypt, the use of scented ointments and cosmetics by wealthy members of society became popular.
And to freshen up in the afterlife, the Pharaohs had vases of perfumed oils placed in their tombs. Centuries later,
during the Middle Ages, Crusaders returning to Europe took back gifts of perfume for their loved ones and since
those times the use of perfumes has grown to such an extent that the industry is now worth a massive 30 billion
dollars a year.

The creation of a top-class perfume is the result of a combination of clever chemistry and the art of the perfume
maker. With some 2,000 possible ingredients to draw upon, the blending process is a highly skilled and
challenging task. In modern times both natural products and synthetic chemicals are used to blend the desired
fragrances.

Fragrant, or essential, oils extracted from leaves, barks and flowers form the bases for most perfumes. One
method of extraction, which has been used since the 8" century, is distillation, in which separation and
purification of the oils take place through a boiling-off process. Another common method known as cold
pressing involves crushing and pressing the plant matter to release the oils. Qils can also be extracted with the
use of chemical dissolving agents or solvents.

The development of a new perfume is an expensive and involved process. Perfume may have been used in
ancient times to disguise the unpleasant odours of burning flesh but these days, wearing perfume is more about
creating a sense of style and feeling good.
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Q1. As mentioned in the first paragraph, how did the suggestion of perfume come on the surface? (/1)

Q2. From paragraph 2, give one evidence which shows that perfumes have been in use from a long

time. (1)
Q3. According to paragraph 3, how is the creation of perfumes different in modern times? (/1)
Q4. Explain the process of distillation in making of perfumes. (/1)
Q5. How is the motive behind using perfumes different today as compared to ancient time? (/1)
Q6. Circle the correct meaning of the given words. (/5)
1. suggested
a. raised b. recommended c. denied d. agreed
2. relief
a. break b.idea c. disgust d. busy
3. extent
a. probability  b. development c. degree d. money
4. synthetic
a. artificial b. extraordinary  c. quality d. expensive
5. disguise

a. enhance  b.mask c.join d.celebrate
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Part B: Writing

Q. Describe your favorite restaurant. Word count: 200 (/10)
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MATHEMATICS

Sample Assessment Paper for Admission to Grade VIII

Q1. Simplify: (/4)

a. 19+4x15-2

b. 225+75x4

C. -28+(-7)+ 36 x(-0.5)
Q2. There are 550 staff members in a school. 20 % of them are cleaning staff and 42 % are female.
Find:

a. Percentage of male staff in the school. (/1)
b. Number of female in the school. (/2)
Q3. Solve for x (/3)
2 -9-x
45
Q4. A cube has a volume of 512 cm?. Find the length of its edge. (/3)
Q5 Find the area of the following figure: (/4)
12:cm
9cm
Q6. Draw an angle 130° and find its supplementary angle (/3)
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